Fundargerd — Dyraverndarrao

Fundur nr. 02/11
Stadur og stund:
12. mai 2011, kl 16:30-19:00 i husnaedi Umhverfisstofnunar vid Sudurlandsbraut 24, 5. haed.

Meettir eru:
Sigurborg Dadadottir (formadur), Margrét Bjork Sigurdardéttir, Linda Karen Gunnarsdottir,
Olafur Dyrmundsson, Hildur Vésteinsdéttir (ritari).

Dagskra:

1. Ny dyravelferdarlég — kynning og umraedur
Formadur kynnti lokadrég ad I16gum um dyravelferd. Aimennar umraedur.
a. Beit nautgripa
Almennar umraedur.
Fulltrdi Beendasamtaka islands lagdi fram eftirfarandi tilldgu ad alyktun:
Dyraverndarrad beinir beim 6skum til Sjavaratvegs- og landbunadarradherra, Hr.
Jons Bjarnasonar, ad hann breyti an tafar 2. mgr. 5. gr. reglugeréar um adbtnad
nautgripa og eftirlit med framleidslu mjélkur og annarra afurda peirra nr.
438/2002 svo ad skyrt komi fram ad gripirnir eigi ad njota sumarbeitar, og standi
ba pannig: , Tryggja skal 6llum gripum, nema gradnautum eldri en sex manada, 8
vikna sumarbeit hid minnsta ar hvert.” bannig komi ordid ,sumarbeit i stad
ordsins ,utivist”.
Auk pess var lagt fram sem fylgigagn bréf til Nordurlandarads fra Norraena
dyraverndarradinu vardandi sumarbeit mjolkurkua (Fylgiskjal 1).
Alyktunin var sampykkt samhljoda.
Formadur sat hja vid umraedur og afgreidslu pessa mals en lysti pvi yfir ad hann
stydur malid efnislega.

2. Svinareglugerd — athugasemdir dyraverndarrads
Farid var yfir utgefna reglugerd um adbunad og heilbrigdi svina nr. 353/2011 me? tilliti til
umsagnar dyraverndarrads vid drog reglugerdarinnar.
Dyraverndarrad fagnar pvi ad tillit hafi verid tekid til hluta athugasemda radsins vid
utgafu reglugerdarinnar en harmar ad ekki hafi verid ordid vid umsogn radsins vardandi
eftifarandi veigamikil atridi:

Geldingar grisa
Dyraverndarrad itrekar abendingar sinar sem sampykktar voru a fundi radsins pann 6.
januar 2011 og sendar voru sem umsdgn vid drog ad reglugerdinni:

“Dyraverndarrad telur pad évidunandi ad heimila geldingu an deyfingar a grisum yngri en
7 daga. Engar rannsoknir stadfesta ad sarsaukaskyn sé minna eda takmarkadra i



ungum dyrum. [ dag er komin raunhaefur valkostur vié hefébundnar geldingar med
tilkomu ,lyfiageldinga® og pvi 6verjandi ad leyfa sarsaukafulla adgerd an deyfingar pegar
til eru adrar adferdir sem hafa minni ahrif a heilsu og velferd dyranna.”

Dyraverndarrad telur ad akveedi 3. mgr. 12. gr. reglugerdarinnar par sem segir ad
....Ennfremur er 6heimilt ad gelda grisi an deyfingar eldri en 7 daga gamla.” samraemist
ekki 3. mgr. 13. gr. laga nr. 15/1994 um dyravernd, en par segir ,Pegar adgerd er
sarsaukafull skal avallt nota deyfilyf eda svaefa dyrid.” Telur radid ad geldingar & grisum
yngri en 7 daga séu i beinni andstédu vid petta akvaedi laganna. Telur radid pvi ad
endurskoda verdi petta akvaedi reglugerdarinnar og banna med 6llu geldingar & grisum
an deyfingar til ad uppfylla akvaedi nugildandi dyraverndarlaga.

Adbunadur svina i utivist og undirburdur

Dyraverndarrad harmar jafnframt ad engin akvaedi séu i umraeddri reglugerd vardandi
adbunad svina i utivist og ad ekki sé skylt i 6llum tilvikum ad bera heppilegan undirburd
undir svin. Vardandi undirburd fyrir svin vill radié itreka umsdgn sina vid drég ad
reglugerdinni:

ba er bent & ad rétt sé ad taka ut ,sé pess pérf*i 4. mgr. Osamraemis gaetir hér vid 10.
gr. reglugerdarinnar par sem i pessari grein segir ,Avallt skal bera undir svinin med
heppilegum undirburdi sé pess porf, svo sem halmi, spénum eda alika“ a medan i 10.
grein segqir ,,...rétad i undirburdi samkveemt pérfum sinum®. Dyraverndarrad stydur petta
akvaedi 10. greinar og telur pvi rétt ad 12. gr. sé breytt til samraemis. Vert er ad benda &
ad stor pattur i edlilegu atferli svina er ad rota i jardvegi. Velferd svina, sem i
reglugerdinni eru m.a. skilgreind sem svo ad svinin geti synt sitt edlilega atferli eins og
frekast er unnt, er pvi m.a. folgin i pvi ad pau geti synt petta atferli sitt. Oll svin aettu pvi
ao eiga pess kost ad geta rotad i undirburdi.

Lysing og hvild

Pa bendir dyraverndarrad a ad akvaedi um ljés i Vidauka | med reglugerdinni skyldar
adeins ad ljos sé l1atid loga i a.m.k. 8 kist. a sélarhring en par er ekki kvedid a um neinn
lagmarkstima sem ljos skulu vera slokkt eda dempud. Samkvaemt reglugerdinni er pvi
heimilt ad lata ljés loga allan sélarhringinn og jafnvel sélarhringum saman. Telur radid
naudsynlegt ad tryggt sé ad svin fai hvildartima par sem adeins gaetir naeturlysingar.

3. Offidlgun katta
Almennar umraedur. Sampykkt ad dyraverndarrad hafi forgdngu ad sameiginlegri

askorun til almennings til ad sporna vid offjélgun katta. L6g® voru fram drog ad
fyrirhugadri askorun og Margréti falid ad fullvinna textann i samstarfi vid félagasamtok og
stofnanir er malid vardar og tengjast dyravelferdarmalum.

4. Onnur mal

a. Stada endurskodunar & reglugerdum




Kynnt voru svor vid fyrirspurn dyraverndarrads vardandi utgafu endurskodadra
reglugerda um flutning og aflifun bufjar. Par kom fram ad nefnd sem vann drog
ad reglugerd um flutning bufjar hefur skilad tilbunum drégum ad regluger? til
raduneytis en nefnd sem vann ad endurskodun reglugerdar um aflifun bufjar a
eftir ad vinna ur athugasemdum. Telur I6gfreedingur Matveaelastofnunar ad su
vinna muni klarast fyrir almenn sumarleyfi.

Ritara var falid ad afla upplysinga um st6du reglugerdarinnar i raduneytinu og
Oska jafnframt eftir ad drogin komi til umsagnar radsins.

Mal til upplysinga
Ritari kynnti afgreidslu mala sem unnin hafa verid fyrir hond radsins.

Naesti fundur 8. september 2011




Fylgiskjal 1

The Nordic Council Reykjavik.,4 March 2011
Ved Stranden 18

1061 Kébenhavn K

Denmark

Subject: Summer grazing of dairy cows in the Nordic Countries

Having previously written an introductory letter to the Nordic Council, the Nordic Animal
Welfare Council now wishes to express its concern over the recent trend of farmers not
allowing dairy cows to graze outdoors during the short Nordic summer.

Traditionally, most cattle in all the Nordic countries have been grazed on permanent or
temporary grass fields on farms during the summer months. In the case of dairy cattle the
year has been divided into two periods,namely grazing for 4-5 months and housing for 7-8
months,varying somewhat with countries and climatic conditions.

The positive image of allowing dairy cows to enjoy the freedom of foraging for themselves
under natural conditions on lush summer pastures is certainly not only animal friendly but is
also highly appreciated by consumers of milk and other dairy products. To ensure that cows
are grazed in summer it has been stipulated in animal and welfare regulations in the Nordic
countries that an outdoor access should be guaranteed for at least 60 days. On organic dairy
holdings the standard is higher as daily ,outdoor- access throughout the year is the general
practice,weather allowing.

In all the Nordic Countries there has been a worrying trend towards keeping dairy cows in
total confinement in buildings throughout the year,possibly only allowing outdoor -access to
yards and thus depriving them of all grazing. Moreover, they are also deprived of certain
natural instincts related to their intake of forage through grazing and they certainly enjoy less

fresh air_.daylight and sun than previously. Some farmers bend the rules by claiming that the

the 60-day outdoor-access does not necessarily imply grazing ,only an access to a yard by the
building with a concrete or gravel floor. Namely,no access to grass or grazing whatsoever.
Instead the forage is harvested mechanically in the fields during summer and hauled on
trailers to the cows. This practice is commonly called "zero-grazing",an ironic term for no
grazing at all. These cows are certainly not moving freely about lush fields any more since
their owners are taking decisive stept towards factory tarming which in pig and poultry
prodution has created more problems than it has solved,namely producing "cheap food" at the
cost of the animals,the environment,the countryside and the rural population. There are three
main reasons for this trend,both directly related to high-technology addiction as well as the
short-sighted and unsustainable way of thinking of those who have advocated factory
farming during the last 50 years:

1) Automation through robot- milking,
2) Fast growing dairy herd size.

3) Political and consumer pressure for cheaper food.



Robot rmlkmg as such can be reconcﬂed wnh high animal welfare standards and is even
applied on organic dairy farms in the Nordic Countries. However,when constructing such
intensive systems,particularly when the dairy herd has grown to hundreds of cows.it has
proved tempting not to organize daily summer grazing by planning and constructing the
necessary gates and fences to ensure normal cow welfare,to allow them to go out on pasture.
In some cases the pastures may even not be availably in the vicinity of the buildings.

Traditional dairy farmers ,on family farms with modest herd sizes and acceptable welfare
standards, are being pushed out of business at an alarming rate due to this trend towards
industrialized factory farming systems. The Nordic Countries ,and in fact Europe at large,
can learn from the mistakes made in the USA where "mega- dairies" spell disaster for the
cows and the environment at large. There is a mounting pressure,for example in England, to
build up to 8000-cow units,based on the disastrous American model as ,for example well
documented in the film "FOOD.Inc." shown widely in cinemas last year.

Since the standard of cow welfare is still relatively high in the Nordic Countries , and is well
recognized by Nordic consumers ,we ask the Nordic Council to take up a well -informed
discussion with representatives of the Nordic Animal Welfare Council on the growing threat
to traditional and good cow grazing practices. We consider it absolutely necessary that not
only outdoor- access but also grazing for a minimum of 60 days is made a legal

requirement for all dairy farms in the Nordic Countries. This could mark a more active
involvement of the Nordic Council in animal welfare matters now of growing importance.
The Nordic Animal Welfare council would indeed appreciate a permanent representation

in relevant Nordic Council activities as an NGO body.

Yours sicerely,

on behalf of the Nordic Animal Welfare Council
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Olafur R. Dyrmundsson(D

Postal address: Jorusel 12,109 Reykjavik,Iceland
E-mail: dyravernd@dyravernd.is



