Af hverju ma ekki aka utan vega a Islandi?

Af pvi ad mjdg erfitt er ad afma skemmdir a islenskri natturu.
Island liggur rétt sunnan vid heimskautsbaug. Vaxtartimi grodurs
er stuttur og grédurskemmdir geta verid aratugi ad jafna sig.

Af hverju myndast for eftir hjol farartaekis ef pu ekur yfir
oraskad land groid jafnt sem 6groid? Islenskur jarévegur er
eldfjallajardvegur og pvi mjog laus i sér. Hjol farartaekja sokkva
audveldlega i jardveginn og grafa skurdi i yfirbordio.

Af hverju veldur utanvegaakstur oftast natturuspjollum?
Hjolfor fararteekja raska heildarsvip oraskads lands og skemma
pannig asynd landsins. Hjolfdr verda ad vatnsfarvegum i leysingum
o0g rigningum og studla pannig ad jardvegsrofi og skemmdum.

Hvernig raska hjolfor svipméti lands? A halendi islands er landslag
opid og sjondeildarhringurinn vidur. Allt landslag hefur einkennandi
svipmot, eda l6gun. Hjolfor stinga i stuf vid natturulegt landslag
vegna pess ad pau eru dreettir eda linur, sem ekki eru hluti af
heildarsvipnum. Hjolfor utan vega hafa einnig addrattarafl fyrir
adra vegfarendur og hvetja til frekari utanvegaaksturs.

Akid ekki utan vega. Akid merkta vegi ekki 6snortid land. Farid

eins langt og pid getid a veginum en gangid ef ykkur langar lengra.
Pa getid pid sagt vid bornin ykkar og barnabdrnin ,,Farid og sjaid
pad sem €g sa pegar ég var ungur”.

Why is off-road driving not permitted in Iceland?

Because it is very difficult to repair the damage it does to the Icelandic
natural environment. Iceland lies just south of the Arctic Circle. The
growth period is short, and damage done to vegetation may take
years to heal.

Why do tire tracks occur when a vehicle is driven over untouched
land, whether vegetated or not? Icelandic soil is volcanic soil and
therefore very loose. The tires of vehicles easily sink into the soil and
dig ditches or canals in its surface.

Why does off-road driving most often cause damage to the
natural environment? Tire tracks disrupt the overall look of
untouched land and thus ruin the appearance of the country. They
become channels for water in ablation and rain, and thus contribute
to soil erosion and damage.

How do tire tracks disrupt the appearance of the land? The
landscape in the Icelandic highlands is wide open and the horizon
is broad. All landscape has a characteristic shape or feature, and tire
tracks are a contrast to the natural landscape because they are
impressions or lines that are not a part of its original appearance.
Tire tracks also act as magnets for other drivers and encourage further
off-road driving.

Do not drive off-road. Use marked roads, not untouched land. Go
as far as you can by road, but walk if you want to go farther. Then

you can say to your children and grandchildren, "Go and see what |
saw when | was young."
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Loég og reglur sem snerta
utanvegaakstur eru:

|69 nr. 44/1999 um nattiruvernd og reglugerd um takmarkanir a
umferd i natturu Islands nr. 528/2005 asamt reglugerd nr. 879/2004
um bjodgardinn Skaftafell og 16g nr. 50/1987/Umferdarlég

i 17. gr. Natturuverndarlaga segir: Bannao er ad aka vélkniinum
okuteaekjum utan vega........ Petta er skyrt og afdrattarlaust en
pad eru undantekningar. Login heimila er ad aka a sneevi pakinni
og frosinni jord og um tiltekin storf gilda akvednar reglur, sja
reglugero.

Olbgmaetur akstur utan vega vardar refsingu

i 88. gr. Umferdalaga segir:

Sa sem abyrgd ber a skraningarskyldu vélkntunu 6kuteeki skal beeta
pad tjon sem hlyst af notkun pess...og i 90. gr. Umferdalaga

seqir: ... eigandi (umradamadur) vélknuins 6kuteekis ber abyrgd

a pvi og er fébdtaskyldur...Vegna pessara abyrgda eru dkuteeki
vatryggo.

Vatryggingarfélog geta krafid 6kumenn um greidslur a botum vegna
landspjalla sem peir valda vid utanvegaakstur.

Bilaleigur geta krafid 6kumenn um greidslur vegna skemmda a bilum
vegna utanvegaakurs og alls ekki ma fara @ sumum bilaleigubilum
inn @ halendi Islands.

i reglugerd nr. 528/2005 um takmarkanir & umferd i natturu
Islands er m.a. fjallad um eftirfarandi:

o Natturuspjoll eru skilgreind sem spjoll @ grodri, dyralifi, jardvegi,
jardmyndunum og landslagi hvort sem um varanlegan eda
timabundin skada er ad raeda.

® Vegur er skilgreindur sem varanlegur vegur, gata, gétuslodi, stigur,
husasund, bru, torg, bifreidastzedi eda pess hattar, sem notad er
ao stadaldri til umferdar.

® Bannad er ad aka utan vega. Heimilt er ad aka a snavi pakinni og
frosinni jord ef ekki er heetta a natturuspjollum.

® Heimilt er ad aka utan vega vegna tiltekinna starfa ef naudsyn
krefur enda sé ekki heegt ad framkveemda viokomandi storf a
annan hatt. Hér getur verid um |6gbundnar rannsdknir ad reeda,
bjorgunarstorf, landbunadarstérf og 6nnur storf sem hafa fengid
leyfi stjornvalda samkvaemt 16gum.

® Adeins er heimilt ad aka sérstokum torfeerutaekjum a sveedum sem
sampykkt hafa verio fyrir akstursiprottir.

® | reglugerdinni er einnig fjallad um umferd ridandi manna, rekstur
hrossa og umferd hjélandi manna.

® Brot gegn reglugerdinni varda sektum eda fangelsi allt ad tveimur
arum.

The following laws and regulations
pertain to off-road driving:

Nature Conservation Act number 44/1999, requlation regarding off-
road driving number 528/2005 and regulation number 879/2004
regarding Skaftafell National Park. Highway Act number 50/1987.
Article 17 of the Nature Conservation Act (44/1999) states that
Motorised vehicles may not be driven off-road............ This is clear and
definite, but there are exceptions to this rule. The Act later specifies
that driving on snow and ice and work-related driving are subject to
regulations regarding off-road driving. lllegal offroad driving shall be
liable to punishment.

According to the Highway Act, those responsible for a vehicle are
liable for the damage it may cause, as stated in Article 88 of the
Highway Act: The person responsible for the registration of a motorised
vehicle must repair the damage caused by its operation .........

Article 88 of the Highway Act states that .......... the owner (possessor)
of a motorisedvehicle is responsible for it and therefore liable to
provide monetary compensation for damages ............

Because of this liability, cars are insured, but insurance companies
may demand that drivers pay compensation for damage they cause
to the environment through off-road driving. Insurance companies
do not pay for water damage vehicles suffer during a river-crossing.
Car rental agencies may require that drivers pay for repairs of damages
to rental cars caused by off-road driving, and it is prohibited to take
certain rental cars to the highland regions.

Regulation nr. 528/2005, regarding limited traffic in Icelandic
nature areas, deals with the following:

® The requlation defines environmental damage as damage to flora,
fauna, soil, terrane and landscape, whether the damage is permanent
or not.

¢ A road is defined as a permanent road, street, side road, path, alley,
bridge, square, parking place or any such structure, which is habitually
used for traffic.

e Off-road driving is prohibited. Driving on snow or ice is permitted
as long as there is no danger of environmental damage being done.

® Driving off-road is permitted if deemed necessary in order to carry
out certain jobs that cannot be carried out otherwise. This may
include legalised research, rescue operations, acricultural work and
other work that has been permitted by law by the government.

® Driving special off-road racing vehicles is only permitted in areas
that have been approved for motor sports.

® The requlation also pertains to horse riding, horse herding and
bicycling.

e Violators of the regulation are subject to fines or imprisonment of
up to two years.

Akvegir utan byggdar a islandi eru hlutfallslega fair og flestir
illfeerir nema um hasumarid. Pad er mikilveegt ad kynna sér
pau 18g og reglur sem gilda vardandi akstur utan vega.

Ein af asteedum utanvegaaksturs er 6feerd a halendisvegum.
Vegagerdin lokar vegum par til peir eru feerir. Lokanir fara fram
med merkingum og auglysingum. Vegagerdin gefur reglulega ut
kort um astand fjallvega og lokanir i samvinnu vid
Umhverfisstofnun og ma nalgast pad hja ferdapjonustuadilum,
sjoppum og bensinstddvum en einnig a vefsidunum:
www.vegagerdin.is og www.ust.is

Roads in uninhabited areas are rare, and most of them difficult
to travel except during the summer. It is important to acquaint
yourself with the rules and regulations in effect regarding off-
road driving.

One of the reasons for off-road driving is the difficulty involved
in driving on highland roads after the snow melts and in wet
weather. The closing of roads is put into effect by posting signs
and advertising. Advertisements are posted in newspapers and
on the radio, but a map is issued regularly, detailing the
conditions of roads in unsettled areas. The Public Roads
Administration and Environment and Food Agency issue this
map, which is available at travel agents, travel information
centres, shops and petrol stations, and also at www.vegagerdin.is
and www.ust.is



